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Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to the provisions of 37 CFR Sections 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, Applicant 
submits herewith copies of the references (other than the U.S. patents) cited on the attached 
Form PTO/SB/08A for consideration during prosecution of this application. 

The references cited herein were cited in the International Search Report for 
the corresponding PCT Publication No. WO 03/082527 from which the present application 
claims priority. The Search Report classifies each reference as an "A" document (defining the 
general state of the art which is not to be considered to be of particular relevance). A copy of 
the International Search Report is enclosed. 

The references are in the English language, except for the DE 2555982 and DE 
3714150 patents. It is submitted that the relevance of the DE 2555982 patent can be 
determined from the drawing, and the relevance of the DE 3714150 patent can be determined 
by the drawings and English abstract. 
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This Statement is filed solely for the purpose of complying with the pertinent 
rules of the Office and is not intended to be a substitute for an independent evaluation by the 
Examiner of the art cited or an independent search by the Examiner, and no representation of 
any nature is made or intended by the filing of this Statement. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Alan G. Towner 
Registration No. 32,949 
Pietragallo, Bosick & Gordon 
One Oxford Center, 38 th Floor 
Pittsburgh, PA 15219 

(412) 263-4340 Attorney for Applicant 
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